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Weaving youth voices in 
lifelong learning through 
global citizenship



We are a movement for change

ASPBAE is a regional association of 
organizations committed to promoting 

Education for All, adult education and learning 
for transformation.



Our core beliefs

Governments are responsible for 
ensuring education for all citizens

Education is a right for all

Gender justice is integral to 
Education for All

Adult education enables people to 
combat poverty, fight discrimination 
and participate meaningfully in 
creating a sustainable future.



WORKSHOP OUTLINE

1. Who is a global citizen? 
2. Why the renewed interest in global citizenship 

education and lifelong learning? 
3. How are young people engaging  in global 

citizenship education?
4. What do we do to engage young people in global 

citizenship education and lifelong learning?



GCED knowledge and skills

• Introduce yourself to someone 
new and share one knowledge 
or skill that makes you (or will 
make you) a global citizen? 

• How did you develop this 
knowledge or skill?



Mentimeter – a quick survey
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The rise of a youth movement on education





Sustainable Development Goals - TARGET 4.7

4.7 by 2030 ensure all learners acquire 
knowledge and skills needed to promote 
sustainable development, including among 
others through education for sustainable 
development and sustainable lifestyles, 
human rights, gender equality, promotion of 
a culture of peace and non-violence, global 
citizenship, and appreciation of cultural 
diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development



Global Citizenship Education (UN definition)

GCED nurtures respect for all, 
building a sense of belonging to a 
common humanity and helping 
learners become responsible and 
active global citizens. 

GCED aims to empower learners to 
assume active roles to face and 
resolve global challenges and to 
become proactive contributors to a 
more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive and 
secure world.



Global Citizenship Education (UN definition)

GCED nurtures the following three core 
dimensions of learning:
• The cognitive – to acquire knowledge, 

understanding and critical thinking about global 
issues and the interconnectedness /inter-
dependency of countries and different 
populations.

• The socio-emotional – to have a sense of 
belonging to a common humanity, sharing 
values and responsibilities, sharing empathy, 
solidarity and respect for differences and 
diversity.

• The behavioural – to act responsibly at local, 
national and global levels for a more peaceful 
and sustainable world. 



Measuring ‘global citizenship’

THEMATIC INDICATIORS:
4.7.2: “Percentage of schools that provide 
life skills-based HIV and sexuality 
education.”
4.7.3: “Extent to which the framework on the 
World Programme on Human Rights 
Education is implemented nationally”.

4.7.4: Percentage of students by age group 
(or education level) showing adequate 
understanding of issues relating to global 
citizenship and sustainability; and
4.7.5: Percentage of 15-year-old students 
showing proficiency in knowledge of 
environmental science and geoscience

GLOBAL INDICATOR:
“4.7.1 Extent to which (i) global 
citizenship education and (ii) 
education for sustainable 
development, including gender 
equality and human rights, are 
mainstreamed at all levels in: (a) 
national education policies; (b) 
curricula; (c) teacher education; 
and (d) student assessment.” 
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Engaging young people as global citizens



Youth-led action research on basic skills 
education for young women’s empowerment
Project: Action-research project on gender-responsive and inclusive literacy and 
basic skills education for young women. 
Locations: Indonesia, India and the Philippines 
Objectives: 
• To analyse factors preventing young women in vulnerable situations from 

participating in literacy and basic skills programmes and services. 
• Advocate for new local education services that respond to the needs and 

aspirations of young women in vulnerable situations. 
• Inform national and regional policies on education and training as well as 

promote the use of action-research methodology for young people.
Lead agencies: ASPBAE  and the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) 



ASPBAE - Youth Action Research

• TEXT



Engaging young people as global citizens

In the Australian classroom,
‘youth-led’ has become 
synonymous with inquiry 
based learning, or 
transformative learning, 
whereby students, teachers 
and peer facilitators work 
together to create a space for 
students to direct the content 
and activities of their project.

For Indonesian participants and facilitators, 
the concept of ‘youth-led’ is aligned with 
leadership skills, participation in the 
community, and personal responsibility
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What to do to engage young people as global citizens?



FRAMEWORKS FOR GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

GLOBAL 
not as space
but as 
relationships



FRAMEWORKS FOR GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

EMBEDDED
nature of 
citizenship
rooted in 
family (whanau)
place and 
community

GLOBAL

REGIONAL

NATIONAL

LOCAL

WHANAU



FRAMEWORKS FOR GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION
Delors’ 4 Pillars of Learning (1996) continues to be 
relevant    

LEARNING TO

DO KNOW BE
LIVE

TOGETHER
LIVE

SUSTAINABLY



FRAMEWORKS FOR GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION
(from Youth-led Learning for Global Citizenship, 2015)

LEARNING through global citizenship

RELATIONAL OWNERSHIP ACTIVE MULTIPLE 
CYCLES PARTNERSHIP



3 Vs of the Action Researcher

The Eye - Vision of why we want 
to do research 
The Wings  - Valour or courage 
to take flight and go around the 
community and ask the difficult 
questions 
The Beak - Voice to advocate the 
issues


