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“We can say of the
Englishman that he has a
special talent for governing…
an unrivalled ability to
govern subject races, by
which is meant the millions
of coloured people of
various nationalities and
religions who live within the
Empire” (pp. 33-34).
Edward Ker M ulgan, E. K. and M ulgan, A. E. (1914). The New Zealand Citizen: An Elementary Account of the
Citizen's Rights and Duties and the Work of Government. Christchurch, NZ: W hitcombe and Tombs Ltd.

1835 He Whakaputangao
Te Rangatiratanga
(Declaration of Independence)

1840 Tiriti o Waitangi
(Maori texts, Treaty of Waitangi)
“te tino rangatiratanga o
o ratouwenua, o ratoukainga,
o ratou taonga katoa”
( “the absolute independence
over their lands, their homes,
and all their treasures” )

What might be honourable citizenship
(and citizenship education)
in a global world?

(or, in PhD speak)
What is best evidence-based practice in
teaching and learning about indigeneity?
And what are the implications
for citizenship education?

“When I think of citizenship I think of being Ngati Kahungunu
and Ngati Porou… But we’re being taught not to see ourselves
as citizens of our iwi… a kin-based structure serves political
ends, and if you talk about them [iwi] just as some
anthropological kin-based structure then you depower them,
you depoliticise them… They [the government] never use terms
like ‘the constitution of an iwi’, ‘citizens of an iwi’, because they
have depoliticised what those structures are and privileged
those words, ‘government’, ‘citizen’ and so on, as only being
reserved for Pakeha power”
– Moana Jackson
“The way that people talk about citizenship [in Aotearoa] is in
relation to a single sovereign state, a colonial state that
assumes it’s sovereignty and it’s sovereign ability which is not
what the Treaty provided. So we’re actually living in a
constructed way of being, and all of these terms prop it up…
This is not the reality that they envisioned for us, it’s the reality
that we find ourselves in because of dominance and power”
– Associate Professor Leonie Pihama

“When the British Crown turned up here, they didn’t come
here to be citizens. They came here to take over this country
and to turn it into an England in the South Pacific... Now
when they did that they denied themselves a wealth of
knowledge and a wealth of understanding… They can’t be
proper citizens, or even full citizens of this country because
they don’t know about this country ”
– Professor Margaret Mutu

“This sort of historical amnesia in New Zealand about our history.
We had Rangiriri celebrations last week, probably one of the most
important battles in New Zealand, very little attention paid to it
but hugely significant… [Then there are] symbolic elements of
what it means to belong to New Zealand and it’s how those are
used… Those representations, people just soak those up and start
taking them for granted as the natural order of things. That’s the
stuff I think has to be broken down through systematic teaching”
– Professor Linda Tuhiwai Smith

“Being citizens of New Zealand and fully participating in
New Zealand I think there’s the citizenship thing, and being
able to participate fully as well in Te Ao Maori and the
Treaty said ‘Te Ao Maori will not be destroyed, it will
remain there and that’s something that you are entitled to
be part of and you can keep forever’… As long as you clarify
that citizenship is more than individual rights, it’s the way
that people relate to each other and the way the rights that
people have individually and collectively” – Emeritus
Professor Sir Mason Durie
“The capitalist notion of the possessive individual, that people
naturally want to accumulate property and to build, if you like,
their individual freedom through individual freedoms, their
wealth and so forth... That is a contestation with our cultural
preference. In other words, it is colonising… I’m looking at our
students and saying ‘the profit is actually not in creating wealth
or money. Our profit is in our people and how do we advance
our social and cultural and economic interests as a group?’… All
that stuff that I’m talking about to me is part of that cultural
citizenship” – Distinguished Professor Graham Smith

“Eva [Rickard] was very much part of that that believed the
price of citizenship for Pakeha in this country has to be an
absolute commitment to honouring Te Tiriti... ‘You are invited
here as manuhiri. As tangata whenua we will treat and respect
you as manuhiri. We will confer you this citizenship status. We
aren’t racist, we know that you are different, so we will have
this interface set up’ ” – Annette Sykes
“Citizenship; ‘nohonga tahitanga’. ‘Nohonga tahitanga’; ‘living
together’. Koira taku; te nohonga tahitanga, ne? We had to do
that before just as Maori, nohonga tahitanga this tribe, that
tribe, that hapu, this hapu. We all had to live together, so no
different to Pakeha coming to live with us, because we were
different in our own hapu and iwi. Quite different that we’d
even fight against each other, or marry each other so we don’t
fight against each other. So there’s all of those things we have
to come to grips with. Tona mutunga, ko te nohonga tahitanga,
living together, citizenship… It’s a unity and a form of behavior
where we can live with each other”. – Dr Huirangi Waikerepuru

