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Puerto Rico



In the path of Hurricane Maria











A child is transported in a fridge









Climate crisis – what crisis?





Othering
Edward Said was a giant in the study of ‘othering’ – what is described 
in Orientalism as ‘disregarding, essentialising, denuding the humanity 
of another culture, people or geographical region’. And once the other 
has been firmly established, the ground is softened for any 
transgression: acts of terrorism, violent expulsion, land theft, 
occupation, invasion. Because the whole point of othering is that the 
other doesn’t have the same rights, the same humanity, as those 
making the distinction. 

What does this have to do with climate change? Perhaps everything. 
(Naomi Klein 2016)



Elephant in the room





Alternative economic and political 
systems?  
Circular economy?



Deep Adaptations
Ref: Jem Bendell 2018 “Deep Adaptation: A map for navigating climate tragedy “

Resilience
“resilience is the process of adapting well in the face of adversity, trauma, tragedy, threats or significant sources of 
stress…..’bouncing back’ from the experiences”, American Psychology Assoc. 2018

Question: how do we keep what we really want to keep?

Relinquishment
It involves people and communities letting go of certain assets, behaviours and beliefs where retaining them could 
make matters worse e.g. withdrawing from certain coast lines, shutting down vulnerable industrial facilities, or giving 
up expectations for certain types of consumption

Question: what do we need to let go of in order not to make matters worse?

Restoration
involves people and communities re-discovering attitudes and approaches to life and organisation that have been 
eroded e.g. acknowledging different ways of knowing, changing diets back to match seasons, re-wilding landscapes, 
rediscovering non-electronic  powered forms of play, increased community-level productivity and support

Question: what can we bring back to help us with the coming difficulties and tragedies?





Lifelong learning 
orientation

• Individually
• Organisationally
• Society as a whole
• Life long, life wide, life 

deep, ‘leaving no-one 
behind’







Climate justice struggles
Indigenous activists  protesting against crude oil pipeline on ancestral lands



Building capacities in short, 
medium and long term



Whose and what knowledge counts?

2009 Graduates: traditional health  practitioners graduating from the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal with Certificates in HIV Management and Prevention



Compass for Community Educators

From Astrid von Kotze, Shirley Walters, Thembi Luckett, Compass for Popular 
Educators, Studies in the Education of Adult 2016



Communities taking action 



Collective Wisdom for Sustainable Futures



“Our world is changing. Rising seas, spiking temperatures, and extreme weather imperil global 
infrastructure, crops and water supplies. Human-caused climate change poses a danger not only to 
political and economic stability but to civilization itself. The chaotic world we now live in demands a 

radical new vision of human life” – Roy Scranton

To change everything, we need everybody! 


