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Workshop background:
How often do we find ourselves as educators 
"feeling lost" in situations, like the rapid emergence 
of AI, and realise that there seems to be no pre-
existing path to follow.

Today, we invite you to pause and recognise that 
our strength and confidence come from knowing 
that we have been here before, and that emergent 
paths will need to be created by walking alongside 
each other - through critically reflecting on our 
knowledge and experiences to motivate shared 
action.

We Make the Road by Walking: Conversations on 
Education and Social Change (1990) is a book that 
captures the dialogue between Brazilian educator 
Paulo Freire and American activist Myles Horton.

Horton, M., & Freire, P. (1990). We make the road by walking: 
Conversations on education and social change (B. Bell, J. 
Gaventa, & J. M. Peters, Eds.). Temple University Press
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Workshop 
objectives:

• To REFLECT on our questions about the implications of 
AI and Digital Learning to us as adult educators

• To SHARE current efforts of engaging educators and 
communities in AI and Digital Learning

• To ACT at individual, local and global levels, harvesting 
ideas from each other during the conference.



Reflecting on our insights/questions

Around the table 
• Introduce yourselves.

On the flip chart paper…
• Share a question you have about AI and Digital Learning.
• Share an insight about AI and Digital Learning that you may 

have from today’s session.



Responses from the participants

• Can Ai eventually play the role as teacher at the same level as 
humans?

• What key things do we need to do to keep ourselves and 
learners safe?

• What are the most important and urgent aspects of AI to share 
with low literacy learners?

• Where and how safe is the IP that we upload and input in AI?
• What are risks of using AI, to plan lessons around Pacific and 

Languages and culture?
• How to use AI effectively in the classroom?
• What the future of our young people look like with AI?
• Best practice for learning programs in our community?
• How does AI centre equity with people and our planet?



Reflecting on this morning’s keynote
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Acknowledgement 
of Country 

I would like to acknowledge the 
traditional owners on the lands 
from which we all come today, and 
where learning takes place across 
Aotearoa, New Zealand, Australia 
and globally. 



AI and Digital Literacy: 
Stories from Australian Learning Cities, Walking - Together

1. Introduction to Learning Cities and the ALCN

2. Stories from ALCN Member Cities

Learning cities as ecosystems

Digital Literacy and AI as an enabler of lifelong learning 

Critical challenges

3. Summary 

4. Networking globally – Global Network of Learning Cities (GNLC)



PIMA bulletin provides a critical 
analysis of Generative AI for 
adult educators….

“AI is a fundamental catalyst for the entire field 
of adult education to re-skill, retool and redefine 
its core mission”

“AI is a double-edged sword”

“Critical AI literacy is an essential component of 
lifelong learning, not a luxury”



. A learning city promotes lifelong learning for all

• effectively mobilizes its resources in every sector to promote inclusive learning 
from basic to higher education;

• revitalizes learning in families and communities; 
• facilitates learning for and in the workplace;  
• extends the use of modern learning technologies; 
• enhances quality and excellence in learning; and
• fosters a culture of learning throughout life. 

UNESCO defines a learning city as a city that

In doing so, it will enhance individual empowerment and social cohesion, economic and 
cultural prosperity, sustainable development.

Definition adopted at the International Conference on Learning Cities Beijing, China, October 21–23, 2013 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000226756

Refer to UNESCO Global Network of Learning cities | Institute for Lifelong Learning web site

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000226756
https://www.uil.unesco.org/en/learning-cities
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Wyndham City Council
 
Australia
wynlearn@wyndham.vic.gov.au
wyndham.vic.gov.au/learningcity
Mayor’s video

mailto:wynlearn@wyndham.vic.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00-RBJKhMAM


Wyndham Strategy available here.

https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/wyndham-learning-community-strategy-2024-2029


Wyndham Strategy available here.

https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/wyndham-learning-community-strategy-2024-2029


View on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bv96T3iGpbg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bv96T3iGpbg


The 11th Wyndham Learning Festival will 
be held 1-7 September 2026 :

Theme: Lifelong Learning for a Thriving Future

Keynote for the Festival is Futurist, Speaker, 
Author, AI Researcher Gihan Perera

Gihan will challenge the audience

“Digital disruption, the hybrid workplace, climate 
change, the rapid growth of AI, and other big 
changes affect us all, and at all levels – individual, 
team, organisation, and community. Gihan Perera 
is a futurist, conference speaker, AI researcher, and 
author who gives you a glimpse into what’s ahead 
– and shows you how to become fit for the future 
and be successful in a fast-changing world.”

Source: Learning Community Unit, Wyndham City Council



Prioritizes lifelong learning actions 
and strategies  for each life stage:

Early years 
School years (6-16)
Young people (17 to early adulthood)
Adults (25 – 60)
Later life (>60)

.Sources: City of Brimbank, 2023 .



Digital Literacy in 
Brimbank

Collaborations with Lively.org to facilitate 
intergenerational digital literacy workshops 
for seniors in the CALD community, giving 
young people work experience and 
employment readiness.

Source: ALCN Annual Report 2025-2026 and 
ALCN Reflections Workshop



The City of Brimbank Addressing Challenges

This is also a podcast available on the ABC News here.

https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/bigideas/journalism-ai-and-the-algorithm/106595254?fbclid=IwY2xjawRvW69leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFweklvc3lSaEUxNHphVktKc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlUrmzZ-ApXmCAJQJihgs-6RX_kF9JKh28XYOF6l9Fy3zD4LfExAIYL-gZce_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw


City of Canning

Perth, Western 
Australia
Find out more at 
canning.wa.gov.au/learningcity

Photographs supplied by Canning for ALCN Annual Report 2025 2026



AI Series for Migrants
Three Courses:
• Fundamentals of Generative 

AI

• AI for Effective Workplace 
Communication

• Boost your Job Seeking and 
Application with AI

Source: Final Training Report, The City of Canning



AI and Our Families: 
Navigating the Digital World
These workshops helps parents understand how to manage AI in daily life.

Key Learning Points:
• AI in the home and schools (as an opportunity, not a threat).
• Live demonstration of using AI ethically as a supportive “personal tutor.”
• Identifying the “Red Flags”: A parent’s guide to the three biggest AI risks.

https://www.canning.wa.gov.au/events/ai-and-our-families-navigating-the-
digital-world/

https://www.canning.wa.gov.au/events/ai-and-our-families-navigating-the-digital-world/
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https://www.canning.wa.gov.au/events/ai-and-our-families-navigating-the-digital-world/
https://www.canning.wa.gov.au/events/ai-and-our-families-navigating-the-digital-world/


Hume City Council, 
Outer Metro 
Melbourne 

Hume Jobs and 
Skills Taskforce

(UNESCO’s theme 
of Learning for 
Work)

Source: City of Hume as cited in ALCN Annual Report 2025-2026



Source: City of Hume as cited in ALCN Annual Report 2025-2026



3. Summary of Stories

Learning Ecosystems Learning Frameworks Digital Literacy and AI as an 
Enabler of Lifelong Learning

Talking about Challenges..

Wyndham City Council, Vic is a member of 
the UNESCO Global Network of Learning 
Cities

 Wyndham Learning Community 
Strategy 2024 -2029

A range of programs… 
• Digital literacy, Deadly Tech Day, One on one IT 

help, STEM engagement, Coding Champs……..
Digital Learning for Older Adults featured 
internationally.

Keynote at this year’s 11th Learning Festival is 
a Futurist challenging the audience on the 
hybrid workplace, climate change, the rapid 
growth of AI…

Brimbank City Council, Vic.  Lifelong learning 
strategy references the UNESCO learning city 
ecosystem

Brimbank Lifelong Learning Strategy 
2024-2029

A range of programs….
• Intergenerational Digital Literacy 
• Virtual Reality Career Readiness 
• Digital support for 60+…

21st Brimbank Readers and Writers Festival… 
Truth, Lies and Algorithm session…

Canning City Council, WA, is a member of the 
UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities

The City of Canning Learning City 
Framework

Range of programs including
• AI Series for Migrants
• AI and Our Families: Navigating the Digital World

e.g.
Identifying the “Red Flags”: A parent’s guide 
to the three biggest AI risks.

Hume City Council, Vic, has a strong learning 
for work theme 

Economic Development Strategy

Hume Jobs and Skills Task Force 
Hume Multiversity

Multiversity has numerous programs, e.g.
• Navigating Artificial Intelligence for Small 

Businesses
• What’s Hot in Tech: Thriving in the AI Era - Skills, 

Strategy & Staying Ahead

Panel discussions in partnership with local 
university

https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/wyndham-learning-community-strategy-2024-2029
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/wyndham-learning-community-strategy-2024-2029
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/wyndham-learning-community-strategy-2024-2029
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/wyndham-learning-community-strategy-2024-2029
https://www.brimbank.vic.gov.au/about-council/how-we-work/policies-plans-and-strategies/strategies/lifelong-learning-strategy
https://www.brimbank.vic.gov.au/about-council/how-we-work/policies-plans-and-strategies/strategies/lifelong-learning-strategy
https://www.brimbank.vic.gov.au/about-council/how-we-work/policies-plans-and-strategies/strategies/lifelong-learning-strategy
https://www.brimbank.vic.gov.au/about-council/how-we-work/policies-plans-and-strategies/strategies/lifelong-learning-strategy
https://www.canning.wa.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-plans/learning-city-framework/
https://www.canning.wa.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-plans/learning-city-framework/
https://www.hume.vic.gov.au/Business/Hume-Multiversity


4. UNESCO Global Network of Learning City Webinars

2025: View at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zr1mWXA-Qlk 15 July 202619 May 2026 View here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-q3ow95s4Aw


Thank You 

For more information about The Australian Learning 
Communities Network go to email alcn@bigpond.com 

FB: https://www.facebook.com/aus.alcn

31

about:blank
https://www.facebook.com/aus.alcn


Workshop 
objectives:

• To REFLECT on our questions about the implications of 
AI and Digital Learning to us as adult educators

• To SHARE current efforts of engaging educators and 
communities in AI and Digital Learning

• To ACT at individual, local and global levels, harvesting 
ideas from each other during the conference.



From this morning’s keynote … 
the opportunity to ACT is now, not alone but together.



SHARE and ACT: What can we do better – together?

Around your table … inspire us 
• Identify ways you can take these ideas forward – together – at 

individual, local, national and global levels.
• How can we continue to harvest ideas from each other during 

and after the conference?



CLUSTERING – Response from earlier in the workshop

• Can AI eventually play the role as teacher at the same level as humans?
• What key things do we need to do to keep ourselves and learners safe?

• What are the most important and urgent aspects of AI to share with low literacy learners?
• What the future of our young people look like with AI?

• Where and how safe is the IP that we upload and input in AI?
• What are risks of using AI, to plan lessons around Pacific and Languages and culture?
• How does AI centre equity with people and our planet?

• How to use AI effectively in the classroom?
• Best practice for learning programs in our community?

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?
WITH WHOM?

WHY?



Weaving our responses and Leone’s presentation

• WHO - learning cities as ecosystems of relationships between stakeholders 
• HOW - the enablers of lifelong learning - engaging with AI & Digital Learning

• WHAT - are the challenges they have identified
• WHY - we do what we do - the guiding principles; for the Learning Cities these are their Learning 

Strategies/ Principles of ALE that guide us, as we create the path together – WITH WHOM – our partners
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Example of 
Global 

Advocacy for 
AI and ALE



Global 
Advocacy 

Opportunity 
for AI and 

ALE



Global 
Advocacy 

Opportunity 
for AI and 

ALE



Revisiting Freire … wherever we create a path, 
together – let us cultivate HOPE with ACTION. 

Photos by Jose Roberto Guevara Freire, P. (2021). Pedagogy of hope: Reliving pedagogy of the oppressed. Bloomsbury Publishing.
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THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH
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