
Advocacy through 
Storytelling
Rachel Roberts | Strategic Lead Powerdigm 
Michelle Kitney | Chief Executive Volunteering New Zealand



Who
are
we? 



Ngā Mātāpono
Community-led 
Development 
Principles

1. Grow from shared 
local visions

2. Build from strengths
3. Work with diverse 

people and sectors
4. Grow collaborative 

local leadership
5. Learn by doing











• Share at your table types of advocacy you are 
doing in your community or within your 
organisations.

Action time! About you!



• Stories offer power 
• Simplicity offers understanding 
• Practice offers  evidence
• Insights offer change
• Relationships Rule 
• Collaboration is king 

Our Advocacy



• Stories 
• Resources 
• Reports

• Shaping the Future
• Make the Move 
• Powering up Communities 

• Think pieces 
• Powerdigm 

Inspiring How 



What we do! And how we do it

• Campaigns – National Volunteer Week, The Big 
Shout Out, Micro Volunteer Day
• Tools and resources to support volunteer 

managers, hui, workshops, conferences, best 
practice guidelines.
• Research – State of Volunteering in New Zealand 
We are connecting to our audiences via websites, 
socials, EDM and our membership offering















State of Volunteering: Regional Report





• What we have in common 
• What exists 
• Joining up 
• Saves times
• Fun working together 

Collaborative Advocacy 



Questions?



•  Advocating in communities 
• What is it that you do?
• Why do you do it?
• Who do you do it for?
• How do you know it is working

• Scope up a basic plan 
• Need 
• Collaborators
• Tactics 
• Data and evidence
• Outline the plan 

Action time! About you!



rachel.roberts@powerdigm.org.nz

Michelle@volunteeringnz.org.nz
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